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Presidents Report — Lew Horsfield

FELLOW SCRIBES, | thought my report for this
edition would be an edited copy of the Speech |
delivered at the Adelaide Reunion.

It was very pleasing to see so many were able to make it
to Adelaide for our Second National Reunion.

Ps. | must compliment the Adelaide committee for an
excellent reunion.

Once again members of our Association showed the true
meaning of what a Reunion stands for with Margaret Holton-Picard from the
U.K., lan ‘Brose’ Palmer from the USA and Kevin ‘Bones’ Morris backing up
again for his second reunion, from the U.K.

The National Committee is thinking of ways to keep the Association moving
forward and to this end we have implemented “The RAN Writers Hall of
Fame and a new award called “The RAN Writers Associ  ation Certificate
of Recognition”

The Writers Hall of Fame has been set up to record for our Association the
names of those members of the RAN Writers Branch who have received
recognition in the Navy, The Civilian Community or through this Association.

The Writers Hall of Fame will contain the list of the names of those people
who have received Awards listed in:

Australia Day Honours List, Queens Birthday Honours List, other

National or State Awards

We ask all members who have been so honoured to please advise the
National Committee so we do not miss anyone. The current list is on our web
site.

The RAN Writers Association Certificate of Recognition will be awarded for
valuable contributions to the Writers Branch and thus the Association. It pays
tribute to individuals and or groups who have made a valuable
contribution.  This award recognises those who have shown a willingness
to lend a helping hand, who know the importance of having strong
Association values, and a keen sense that they have made or making a
valuable contribution.  The award of this Certificate accords with the
principle objectives of the Association. Any individual or organisation can
make a nomination. This award may be awarded to non-Writers who have
contributed greatly to the Association through their efforts.



We presented our first two recognition awards at the Adelaide Reunion — To
Mr. Kevin Simpson. Citation reads: In recognition of Kevin's contribution in
providing financial guarantee for RAN Writers Association Reunion -
Adelaide 2005 and to Mr Graeme Campbell Citation reads: In recognition of
Graeme’s contribution in providing support for the production of the
‘Scribbler’ for the Association

Three years since the first reunion in Canberra, the work of the National
Committee has not got any easier. [Some of you are very hard to keep track
of] We are now an Incorporated Association, and have been since February
2005. Since incorporation, membership has opened and in that time we
have signed up 43 members for life and 45 members for periods of 1 to 3
yIs.

Come the 30™ June 2006, we will call for Nominations for the election of a
New National Committee. Please give it some thought

When the original Canberra Reunion Committee, which consisted of Gerry
Anesbury, Terry McHarry, Shelagh Bell, John JJ Nash, Denis ‘Tiger Lyons
and Geoff ‘British’ Hardwick, was formed it was not envisaged that some of
us would still be in the job for this amount of time. Five years leading up to
the Canberra Reunion and three years since.

Unofficial word reaching us is that we are looked at as being one of the
strongest and very forward thinking Association that has the permission to
use the RAN in its title. This is not due to my work but to the hard working
and progressive thinkers | have around me — Geoff ‘British’ Hardwick, your
Web Master and Vice President. Denis ‘Tiger’ Lyons, your Secretary, and
Committee Members; Marty Grogan, Frank Carville, and Brian B.J. Tucker.
We have made inroads to obtaining a Patron for the Association and the
awarding of prizes to the Writer Courses conducted in HMAS CERBERUS.
Both these proposals have been forward to Chief of Navy for his approval.

For the Canberra Reunion we had some 1200 names in the Data Base, with
200 of them listed as Missing. We now have 1600 names with 402 of them
listed as Missing. Taking into consideration the apparent high number of
friends who have departed for the big Ships Office in the Sky, missing
numbers are still growing. Let’s see if we can reduce this number before the
next reunion. A new and updated Roll Call will be available on the web site
shortly, copies being posted out to all those who receive this via ‘Snail Mail’

Finally it is with much pleasure that | can inform you that we will all be
meeting in Melbourne for the Third National Reunion in 2008 which is being
led by Marty Grogan, and a very strong committee.

| hope to see you all there. Lew Horsfield - National President.
Remember — Be Good Writers Not Bad Correspondents



RAN WRITERS REUNION — ADELAIDE 2005
by Dave Rickard

Y After a three-year countdown from the now legendary inaugural
National Writers’ Reunion in Canberra, the weekend of the
much-anticipated second get-together had arrived. This time,
scribes from all over the nation descended on Adelaide’s
beachside venue, Glenelg, in particular the Stamford Grand Hotel, right in
the bustling heart of Adelaide’s Holdfast Bay. Although the popular coastal
suburb is actually Glenelg, like most Adelaidians, Reunion attendees quickly
found themselves calling the holiday area “The Bay’. The Bay is
synonymous with white beaches, spectacular ocean views and stunning
sunsets — not to mention the great restaurants and cafes, open-air bars,
fascinating museums and galleries as well as the fabulous waterfront
lifestyle of nearby Holdfast Shores marina.

During the Friday afternoon registrations at The Grand, scribes attending the
reunion had the unique chance to meet up with old shipmates, including
some they hadn’t seen since friendships were first forged years ago while
still serving. But a better opportunity presented itself that evening when the
doors to Ballrooms one and two were thrown open for the Meet and Greet
function. Here, around 200 writers and their partners were able to socialise
in a convivial atmosphere and catch up on long lost years. The scene was
set for an enjoyable weekend reminiscing about “the way we were,”
coincidently, the motto and theme for the next few days.

At daybreak on the Saturday morning, the people who had booked tours
rose for an early breakfast, thankful they had tempered their celebrating the
night before. The half-day tour took visitors around to the sights of
Adelaide’s beautiful city and surrounding parklands, including Adelaide Oval,
St Peter's Cathedral and the famous Haigh’s Chocolate Factory. Meanwhile,
people on the full-day tour were heading south down the Fleurieu Peninsula
to enjoy the country and coastal scenery as they passed through
Strathalbyn, Goolwa, Port Elliott and Victor Harbour where they stopped for
lunch. The return journey through McLaren Vale provided the opportunity for
wine tasting in the famous Southern Vales wine district.

A lunchtime get-together of ex Wrans from a wide range of different eras got
under way at the city’s Brecknoch Hotel at around midday. Here, 30 of the
girls were able to engage in some lady-sailor, light-hearted banter and prime
themselves for the main event later that evening. Meanwhile, starters for an
afternoon at the races and a group planning a round on the Westward Ho
golf course mustered at the Grand to be transported to their respective
activities in the great outdoors, where Adelaide’s fine weather just continued
to improve.



For scribes attending the Reunion who wanted to do their own thing for the
day, there were near-by attractions like the Bay Discovery Centre,
celebrating life by the sea, and the HMS Buffalo replica, a reminder of when
the new colony of South Australia began at The Bay way back in 1836.
Adjacent to the Grand was Rodney Fox's Shark Experience, where the
awesome world of these predators could be better appreciated, or for a
directly opposite sensation, people could stroll around to Holdfast Shores to
spot one or two of the Bay’s resident dolphins that are still in the wild, yet
treat the marina like home.

As the sun set over sparkling Gulf St Vincent, hands cleaned into
eveningwear and mustered upstairs in the foyer to the Grand’s Ballrooms 2-
5 for the weekend's flagship event, the Dinner Dance. The Master of
Ceremonies for evening was local media personality and ex-navy man Peter
Sellen and the Guest of Honour was Rear Admiral Kevin Scarce AO CSC
RAN Rtd., currently Chief Executive of the South Australian Government
Defence Unit. The evening began with speeches from the Reunion
Committee Chairman, Brian Tucker and RAN Writers Association President
Lew HOI‘Ser|d who also announced several Association awards. Special
| mention was also made of our oldest Wran Writer who was
in attendance, the indomitable Nancy Griffith (see Pic), still
energetic at a young 82. Brian also read an apology from
another of our earliest members of the Wrans, Jean Munro,
who had planned to attend right from the start, but fell on
unfortunate health just weeks from the Reunion weekend.
While the diners tucked into a delicious three-course meal,
the MC entertained the 200-strong group with several humorous anecdotes
from days-gone-by, including the exploits of well-known characters like the
Scully twins and the insuppressible Marty Grogan. Musical entertainment for
the evening was provided by professional performer Katrina Caton, who also
happens to be the lead vocalist in South Australia’'s Naval Reserve Band.
Several breaks in the dancing allowed a host of sensational lucky door
prizes to be drawn and also for revelers to be entertained with a cameo
performance by special guest, Elvis impersonator Brian Millard, brother of
ex-scribe lan. Once “Elvis had left the house,” dancing and yet more
reminiscing with long-lost members of the Branch raged on until the early
hours of the morning, when the ‘stayers’ managed to find more bars in the
hotel that were still open to converge on with old mates.

At a civilised hour on Sunday morning, the clubroom doors of the Naval
Association of Port Adelaide, long renown for its hospitality towards visiting
warships alongside, were thrown open to entertain reunion attendees with a
social get-together and barbecue. A sumptuous meal, ably served up by the
ladies of the club, scribes were welcome to inspect the wealth of naval
memorabilia that was displayed around the club’s walls while enjoying an ice
cold drink or two of their choice. And those who hadn’t already talked
themselves hoarse found even more to chuckle over as they found old
friends they hadn’'t managed to corner during the previous two days.



The occasion also provided an opportunity to be the first to grab a copy of
Scribe Dave Rickard’s new book, “Australia’s Navy — The First 100 Years”
which had just been released the same weekend. Special guest at the
gathering was the local Lord Mayor, an energetic young lady who didn’t quite
fit the customary image, but non-the-less is a strong supporter of the Port
Adelaide Naval Association.

By Monday, those who hadn’t packed their kit and shipped out either took
the opportunity to enjoy more of the sights of the city and the Bay, or
alternatively, chose to unwind with a relaxing day trip that had been
arranged so that attendees could experience the pleasures of the renowned
Barossa Valley. The bus took about thirty passengers up into the Adelaide
Hills and along the Torrens Gorge to the famous ‘Whispering Wall’ reservoir
with its uncanny phenomenon of carrying voices across its span. After a
delicious morning tea at a German bakery in Lyndoch, the tour proceeded to
the Langmeil Winery where everyone could see some of the oldest vines in
the world, still producing grapes and vine stock at the place where it all
began in the Barossa. Following lunch at the Kaiser Winery, the group
moved on to Wolf Blass Wines to taste a good deal of their superb range
while listening to a talk about how to better understand and appreciate the
noble drop. With the bus’ arrival back at the Bay in the late afternoon, the
official program of weekend'’s events drew to a close.

Thus, the Second National Reunion of RAN Writers, where both serving and
former scribes could meet and mix in an informal atmosphere had run its
very successful course. The organising committee had set out to ensure
that those attending would not only have a thoroughly enjoyable time, but
would also look back with fond memories to “the way we were.” The
organisers were reliably informed that the theme most certainly carried
through to all who made the trip to Adelaide.

Thanks to all Scribes who have submitted
their biographies, pictures, anecdotes and
news items etc. Not all can be published in
each issue — all will be published on our web
site in due course if not in future issues.
Please keep sending us items for publication.
The web site is updated with new items on a
regular basis.



Mark Rotherham j oined as a JR on 11/07/1977 (Collins). Completed Writers
Course at CERBERUS with POWTR ‘Stuey’ Stewart and after a
small period at CERBERUS Personnel Office posted to HMAS
HARMAN (Navy Office—DSP). Next posting to HMAS PENGUIN
and worked under CPOWTR ‘Crash’ Kennedy and CPOWTR
Terry Standen (Mark says "Terry was a bad influence as he
finished up doing a few hours in the Kings Cross lockup and the
PENGUIN Cells"). Posted to HMAS NIRIMBA then HMAS
MELBOURNE where he had the pleasure of working with Marty

Grogan whom saved my butt on several occasions. Posted to
HMAS HARMAN Navy Office (Directorate of Underwater Weapons) and met a
great man, Capt [.D.G McDougall (later Admiral), who gave him great
inspiration. Moved from Navy Office to HMAS ALBATROSS (Pay Office) then
HMAS SUPPLY (Refit). He was lucky to swap from SUPPLY to HMAS
SYDNEY, where, compliments of the DSO (LEUT Daniel Leonard Jackson), |
got reduced from LSWTR to ABWTR. Was sent to HMAS HARMAN (Navy
Office—-DNMP) where | worked with Charlie Emmerson, then DNEP and worked
with Stokers and realised his time was up and discharged in 1986 and joined
then joined the Australian Federal Police. Worked on many of the countries
prominent crimes including the murder of Assistant Commissioner Colin
Winchester in 1989. Two beautiful daughters came into his life during this
time: Nadine in 1986 and Natasha in 1987. Became a Surveillance Officer at
Melbourne’s Crown Casino in 1996. Then moved to become Assistant
Manager of Surveillance on a Cruise Ship in Singapore in November 1997 until
it sank. March 1998 became Surveillance Manager of the Andaman Club
Casino in Myanmar (Burma) until March 2003. He opened his own Restaurant
( www.sophonshideaway.com ) in Ranong, Thailand in March 2004 and still
has the restaurant. Currently helping a friend in Subic Bay, Philippines (Greg
Kinnear will remember this place) whom has the Management contract for a
new Casino (Subic Diamond Casino). He is currently the Manager of
Surveillance and Security at that Casino. He still drinks as much as you all may
remember him for.

We heard from Margaret Hardy (nee Huxtable). Margaret
served during the period 1971-1973. Living in Condon,
Queensland.




Navy News item from the 3 September 1965 edition,
Quote “Whatisa ...... Writer
A Writer is not, as the name implies, a writer, but is a person who sits all day
typing and making lots of work out of pieces of paper. A Writer can sit in one
of three places — Pay Office, Accounts Office, or Captain’s Office. Some
Writers are even capable of sitting in all three (though not at the one time), but
these species are rare — they invariably stick to the one.

PAY OFFICE:- In this section, the Writer is trained to create payment queries,
the answering of which keeps him busy for 13 days. Much time is spent by the
Writer in this section in keeping stationary. Pay Office Writers have an air
about them — generally conditioned.

A favourite expression used by the Pay Office Writer is “come back tomorrow,
we’re putting up pay”, when in actual fact, THEY ARE CREATING

STILL MORE PAYMENT QUERIES.

Careful training in the Supply School enables this type of Writer to appear busy
at all times. This impression is created by the duty writer each morning. He
attends the office early and carefully places folders, pencils, sheets of paper,
rulers, rubbers and payment queries in position. When the rest of the staff
arrive, they are busy straight away — clearing it all away again.

The Bible of the Pay Office Writer is the pocket size ready reckoner. This is
used to calculate pocket size payments.

ACCOUNTS OFFICE:- This type of Writer is a lonely type. He is chosen for
his ability to remain seated for long periods in an air conditioned office with one
or two Supply Officers.

Apart from this duty, the Accounts Office Writer keeps the travelling expense
records travelling. Because of this continual travelling (from office to office, for
signature and checking, and back again for more signatures and more
checking) this type of Writer’s favourite expression is “come back three months
from tomorrow, your expenses haven't traveled far enough yet.”

CAPTAIN'S OFFICE:- The main duty of this type of Writer is to see that the
notation of swimming test passes is not recorded on the rating’s service
certificate. A lesser duty (but still of importance) is the duty of
confusionalisation.

All the Writer does in answer to questions regarding advancement, removal
requests etc., is to quote Commonwealth Navy Order numbers,
correspondence file numbers, Advancement Regulations article numbers etc.,
with such rapidity that the listener leaves the office confused.

NOTA BENE:-

Writers are assured that no slight is offered on this page. No-one works better.
No-one works longer. No-one works harder than a Writer.

(Well, it must be remembered that Writers do carry out the duty of drafting,
so a good word must appear somewhere. Perish the thought of another

12 months in MELBOURNE!” Unquote



Andy Brittain (Boots) remembers “Great to read some of the
biographies on the website. It bought back a lot of old
memories. Unfortunately some of my old shipmates have
passed on. One very memorable one was Woggy Watson. |
served with Woggy at Rushcutter and Cerberus in the 60s. He
was a real character and always pulling outlandish moves. |
recall one time when we had a female visitor at Rushcutter who
had to use the toilet. Whilst on the throne, Woggy crept into the adjoining
stall with a broom reached over the top of the stall and managed to flush the
toilet occupied by the unsuspecting female which led to much shrieking on
her part and much hilarity for us. Only Woggy could get away with things like
that.
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Another time | visited him at Creswell. He was married and lived in the
married quarters at the time. | brought a few cans with me and Woggy had
quite a few. Woggy had a real fondness for the amber fluid and was
polishing off two cans to my one. However he was depositing his empties in
front of me leading his wife to believe that | was consuming the majority of
the beer.

Woggy was working in the Captains Office at Cerberus and would come to
work carrying several oranges. Everyone thought that Woggy was on a
health kick until we discovered that he was injecting the oranges with vodka
before he left home. “

Heard from Ed Genn who is living in Henora QIld. The photo below was
taken when he served on HMAS Melbourne. Manila 1972. He says ‘Are we
on a run or what’ I-r Ed Genn, Rick Berry and Rick Creaney.
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Athol Rose joined the RAN after having twice passed his Leaving Certificate
from Sydney High. Three Writers joined and five Stores Assistants from
NSW and a similar number from Victoria. From 31/05/1933 to 16/08/1933
they were posted to FND to complete their Recruit Cse. He completed
service in HMA ships CANBERRA, AUSTRALIA and STUART. During the
pre war period it gave him an opportunity to pass for Leading Writer, PO
Writer and the Writer element of Paymaster Sub Lt by 1936.

He was promoted to Acting Provisional Probationary Sub Lt from Leading
Writer in 1937 and joined HMAS SYDNEY. Later in 1939 he was material
officer in HMAS CANBERRA.

He was Duty Officer on the 03/09/1939 and after deciphering the war
declaration message, he recalled FOCAF, the Captain’'s and ships
companies to their ships. Later he typed and roneod the more than 130
pages of the instructions to all authorities for the first big convey of soldiers
from New Zealand and Australia to the Far East.

His career was mainly in Supply — looking after 100 ships pay, stores etc in
all theatres of war from HMAS PENGUIN, LADAVA (Milne Bay),
TARANGAU (Finschaven). He says he never served in Navy Office!

The carriers SYDNEY and VENGEANCE also were his home for many
years. He was Fleet Supply Officer and then Acting Captain in CERBERUS
from 1958-1963.

He retired from HMAS KUTTABUL in November 1964 and worked as an
accountant until November 1984, having studied in FND with the NSW Tech
by correspondence. Though he assisted in putting Naval Stores onto
computer in 1961 on — he never has had any use for computers in his own
home.

Fiona Dunk (Nee Jones), says she “joined the Navy in September 1988 as
a WRAN Writer (Writer 33) and had my initial posting to the Pay office at
HMAS Cerberus. Having completed my time doing the Recruits cash
payments, | was posted to HMAS Albatross in 1990. | worked in nearly
every section of NAS Nowra and PSO Nowra. Upon promotion to LSWTR, |
was posted to ADFRU Perth, and enjoying the job of recruiting so much was
again posted to ADFRU Melbourne. Promoted to POWTR in recruiting, |
was then posted to Victoria Barracks. | accepted the Voluntary Redundancy
Package in 1998 and transferred to the Reserves. Whilst in Reserves | have
worked again at Melbourne Recruiting and am currently at the Supply and
Health Faculty and Defence Force School of Signals (Maritime Wing)
completing my 150 days Reserve work. | live in Beaumaris, Victoria with my
Husband and two girls.”



Bruce Anthon P/N R37520 joined the RAN in July 1949 as R/Wtr, after
f o initial 3 months to Writers school. Instructors were
commissioned officer Alf Calder and CPOWTR Eddie
Rodgers. The names from the course he remembers are
Frank Young, Col Fraser, Binny Roberts, Ken Hall, and
Peter Samuels. (It is believed there were about 10 in the
class)
First drafted on completion of course late 1949 to HMAS
CERBERUS (Ships Office), 1950 HMAS ALBATROSS
(Captains Office), 1952 HMAS HARMAN (Ships Office)
' : and rated Leading Writer, 1954 HMAS QUEENBOROUGH
prior recommissioning and HMAS QUADRANT (Captains Office), rated Petty
Officer Writer 1955. In 1956 to HMAS LONSDALE (Ships Office) — new
system to pay cards from old ledger system implemented. His offsider was a
very young Brian Tucker then HMAS CERBERUS for PO’s course, this was
3 years after he was rated Petty Officer! 1958 to HMAS TOBRUK (Ships
Office) Jack Sherwood was Captains Sec and Graham Smith Captains
Office. 1960 to HMAS HARMAN (for Navy Office) rated CPO Writer 05/1961
prior to discharge in July 1961.
Since his discharge he spent time in the wholesale electrical and TV
industry, then a number of years in manufacturing domestic light fittings. He
remarried in 1983 to Kay and has had many wonderful years living together
at Eastlakes, Sydney.
He remembers people like Harry Bird, Jack Geiger, Graham Smith, Tug
Wilson, Eddie Quinn, Peter Fields, John McCosker, Jack Eccelston, Eddy
Stokes, Col Duff, Mick Waliker, Hank Newman, Frank Crowther, Geoff
Britton, Athol Rose, Cocky Cameron, Brian Tucker, Jack Banner (Jack was a
Health Officer in late 1960’s for Penrith Council)Jack Sherwood, Gubby
Allen, Salty Eckel, Graham Siostrom, Ray Walters, Googa Gent, Barry
Benfield, lan McLaughlan, Bruce Campbell, Ken Sanders, Geoff Sinden,
Kaurie Kenny, Ross Tilney, Ray Bragge, Brian Cairns, Bob Creighton, Len
Hoffman, Jack Cummins, Keith Gardner.
Bruce had excellent health until 2000 when he was diagnosed with bowel
cancer and having had a rather long operation, chemo, another operation he
has just been informed he is now clear of the cancer.

Jeannie Roberts sent us a message to say that she has
just completed over three years CFTS reserve time in
Darwin working with the Patrol Boat Group assisting with
the introduction of the Armidale Class Patrol Boats. Now
semi-retired after over 25 years service and working as the
RAN's Deputy Regional Reserve Pool Manager Northern
Territory/Far North Queensland helping employ other RAN
Reserves.




POWTR Michael Davis, Senior Writer Instructor, HMAS CERBERUS has
just handed over the ropes to CPOWTR Mark Lansdell (CIO) and POWTR
Karyn Ravaillion (Senior Instructor). Michael is posted as COSEC of
PERTH.

Lyn Nelms (n ee Smith) says she joined the WRANS 18/02/1972. Lyn
served at HMAS CERBERUS following recruit and WTR category training.
Then followed a posting to HMAS ALBATROSS, Recruiting at HMAS
MORETON and back to HMAS ALBATROSS. She separated from the
Navy on 19/07/1976 as a LWRWTR. Lyn was a Navy spouse for 22 years.
Lyn's husband of almost 30 years is an ex Birdie. Has spent most of these
30 years in Nowra, Melbourne, Canberra and Arlington Virginia USA.
Currently living in Nowra (for past 5 years) and works for Defence as a public
servant. Has two children and recently became a grandmother for the first
time.

We heard from Rose Hays nee Wood , who was WRAN WTR. She served
from June 1987-Jun 1990 at HMAS Kuttabul, Maritime Headquarters and
then with the RAN Chaplains as the God Squad Writer. Currently working as
a Policy Officer at the ACT Office for Women in Canberra.

Mike Humphries j oined RAN Feb 1968. Did his Ord time on Anzac and
Writers Course June 1968 - Posted to Nirimba and worked in
the pay office looking after the mobies with the then Chief
WTR McCosker, then completed EDP Course at Harman. In
1969 Drafted to HMAS Sydney and did 4 trips to Vietnam
including the pay off trip by the Sydney to the US & Canada,
/ then drafted to Watson and finally Albatross. Been working
- for Australian Posters since left RAN - Only had 2 jobs - now
55 and here is Mike on USS Missouri May 2005




We heard that Ex-POWRWTR Vera W Saltmarsh died on the 28th August
2005.

Lew Horsfield mentioned that one “Roscoe Tilney” was recorded on the list
of Clearance Divers and what was the story. Gordon Gent sent us a note to
clear this up as and says “ some of the CPO/POWTRs posted to COMAFV
— Gardiner, Armstrong, Tilney, Gent and Sugden were afforded the title of
Honorary Clearance Diver by CDT3 (unofficially of course). Roscoe was no
doubt included on a list supplied by them. None of us of course were
“bubblies”. Gardiner and Gent are the only survivors of that group — sadly
the rest have passed on.”

Ray Norton contacted us and provided us with a brief biography as follows
“l joined the RAN on 12/02/1961 (R57688) and spent the next seven years
as a WTR, WTR, LWTR, WTR, LWTR, curiously | seemed to be sharing my
postings with the real reprobates of the Branch and spent more time doing
‘chooks’ and stoppage of leave than | did ashore. At 66 years of age | have
exchanged the chooks for gardening and the stoppage of leave for
‘stoppage’. In 1966 whilst serving in Darwin | volunteered to be tested for
language aptitude and so started another life: 68-72 | spent in Hong Kong
(after that | was scarred for life and ‘rabbit runs’ didn’'t seem the same way
anymore) Did my 20 years and paid off in 1981 as a CPOLIN, joined the
reserves (Naval Intelligence) and did a further 19 years varying between full
time and stand by reserve, from which | retired as a LCDR at age 60. It
seems as though the wildest periods of my life were spent as a scribe and |
regret them not a bit. | still dream of ‘animal’ runs ashore with the likes of Les
Whelan, Mick Carlson, Rusty Dance et al (Character building) and look
forward to hearing from any of my old shipmates, antagonists etc.”

If you wish to contact Ray please send us an email or letter and we will
forward them on.

Ross Hardy is now retired; he says “gone fishing bought a new poly craft
455 boat with 60 hp Yamaha. Trouble is | can't catch fish! |
need some one to come up or down as the case maybe and
teach me - free board, you buy the beer, | will supply the
rum. Would love to hear from some mates from my era - Terry
¥ Gavin, Marty Rohan, Steve Curry, Greg Gadd, Bill Marshall,
! these are just a few who seem to have disappeared off the
face of the planet. | am now nearing 40 years since | joined pussers. | still
remember the first day walking thru the gate. My current situation is that am
still married to my one and only wife (Pauline) of nearly 40 years. Have 5
children, 9 grandchildren (seven girls 2 boys) - nearly enough to start my
own family reunion - if you are passing by - you will never get a better
reception — 02 494505484 my favorite pussers greeting: good morning men;
starboard ten, port thirty make and mend. Writers rule!
19 Arthur St Belmont South NSW 2280 Australia




Alan Hooley Chris Jones Kerry Fenton Denis Benfield
Served 1942-46  Served 1962-71  Served 1960-69  Served 6Jul62-

7Jul82

Gloria Little (nee Kim Beattie in John Barkley in  Arthur Skene in
Arthur) on her 60™ 2005 2005 2005
Birthday recently.

ot

Peter Swielis Neil packman Lyn Kitchener Jock Haughy in
2005 2005 2005 2005

More portrait photos on the
web site and all the pictures
from the Adelaide reunion



RAN WRITERS ASSOCIATION INC MEMBERSHIP:
The Committee has been over whelmed with the response to Membership.
And while we would like you to know membership is not compulsory, and
we won't exclude anyone from joining in on any function, using the Notice
Board etc. For over 8 years we have managed to keep the outfit running
with the little excess from the Canberra Reunion, Donations and a lot of
out of pocket contributions from the Committee. For the first four years
Geoffrey kept the Web Site going at his own expense.

A Membership card is issued to all those who pay and sign up. If you get a
card and it has not got your Photo on it, it means that we do not have a
photo of you. As soon as we get a photo we will send you out a new card
with your photo on it. Keep the Membership Forms coming. Keep the photos
coming and keep your Bio’s coming.

Writers Tie

Many of us may not wear a tie all the time but this Writer tie can
be used for any special occasion like Anzac Day, reunions,
weddings.

The tie (Navy blue with gold badge) is available to be
purchased.

The cost is: $40 Inc postage. You can purchase the tie by
sending us a cheque/money order or by direct deposit into RAN
Writers Association bank: Australian Defence Credit Union.
BSB: 802-397 Account Number: 675334.

In the Courier Mail recently, an article appeared on
Blanche McNelley (nee Lawless-Pynez. Blanche
was a Wran Writer. On January 25" 1943, she
joined the RAN as a pay ledger leading writer for
HMAS Moreton. She says they all went into
barracks and had to live under the rules of the
navy. In January 1946 she transferred to Garden
Island HMAS Kuttabul where she was tasked with
processing the discharges for sailors returning
from service. She says ‘they all had different
allowances and there was quite a bit of working out
and bookwork to do regarding it" by the end of
September that year her job was over and she
returned to civilian life. Lives in St George district

of Queensland and spends her time bowling, golfing, working with the Red

Cross. She received an Australia Day award in 2001.

Her official number was WR/666 and she is aged 81.



R.ANN. WRITERS ASSOCIATION Inc
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

Please print clearly, complete and send this forma  nd membership fee
by post to:
R.A.N. Writers Association Incorporated
PO Box 5020 Chisholm ACT 2905 Australia
(Enquiries — Email: scribes@ranwriters.com Web: www.ranwriters.com)
(NB: if paying by direct deposit to the R.A.N. Writers Bank Account this form
can be emailed)

| wish to apply for membership of RAN Writers Association incorporated.
Personal details are:

Full Name
(person
signing)
Postal
Address
Post/Zipcode Country
Phone
Phone (work) (home)
Phone Email:
(mobile) '
Perlqd of Rank
Service
If you have email, all correspondence YES / NO
, will be emailed to you including ‘The | wish to receive a
The Scribbler . ,
Scribbler’ newsletter. However, as a posted copy of the
Newsletter ) :
member you can elect to receive a Scribbler.

posted copy by indicating here.

Individual membership:  Yearly Subscription Costs (To 30Jun 2006) $10 or

Member for Life: $100
Direct deposit into R.A.N. Writers
Association
CHEQUE MONEY BANK: Australian Defence Credit
ORDER Union
BSB: 802-397 Account Number: 675334
Signature Date
OFFICE USE ONLY
Application & fee received — Date: Notified & d/base entry — Date:
Committee acceptance — Date: Member No (new/conf):
Receipt No. Card sent — Date:

R.A.N. Writers Association is incorporated in the ACT Australia under the Associations Incorporation Act 1991.

The constitution is the ACT Government’'s Model Rules for incorporated associations.
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Gordon Alexander Gent sent us his bio and it reads as follows: Joined 7th
March 1949 at HMAS Lonsdale. Thence to HMAS
Cerberus for naval lore instruction by education officers
and writer training at supply school (now naval museum);
HMAS Latrobe (Minesweeper) for two weeks seamanship
training which included a trip through the RIP to
Williamstown.

Postings included: HMAS Penguin 1950/52, HMAS

Australia (County Class Cruiser) 1952-53, HMAS

Cerberus 1953-54, Promoted to LWTR and posted HMAS
Kuttabul (FOICEA) 1954-56. HMAS Queenborough (Fox 1) 1956-57,
Strategic Reserve. De-commissioning of HMAS Commonwealth, Kure Japan
(one of the long as trips 18 months and discharged 6 March 1961.

Re-entered 28 May 1963— HMAS Cerberus/HMAS Albatross then HMAS
Parramatta 1963-64, HMAS Sydney (FOCAF) 1964, Promoted POWTR
3/04/1964, HMAS Kuttabul (FOICEA)1964 -65, HMAS Sydney (Vung Tau
Ferry) 1965 -66, HMAS Nirimba 1966-67, HMAS Kuttabul (fleet Staff) 1967-
70, Posted NSO COMAFV 1970. Promoted CPOWTR Aug 1970. HMAS
Penguin (A/Sec) 1971-72, Navy recruiting 1972-74, HMAS Kuttabul (Pay
office) 1974-75, HMAS Duchess (Captain’s Secretary) until discharge by
request on 25 December 1975.

A recent photo of writers and writers turned officer serving in ALBATROSS.

LEUT Anne Mena who was promoted from WOWTR last year and is
presently part of
CANAG, was absent on
duty.
Back; LCDR Kel Turner
(SO, FLSE-A), ABWTR
Kelly Pickering,
SMNWTR Monica Jack,
LSWTR Megan Harper,
POWTR Chris Hill
(NASPO),
LCDR Mark Koost
(CANAG)
Front:. POWTR Andy
Pringle, CPOWTR Tony
"Irish" Vickers, ABWTR
Alex Dwyer.



Sutton, Peter Applied to join NIRIMBA as an apprentice but
did not make the cut, offered JR option of entry which he
accepted. Joined RAN 7/07/1963.
Postings were LEEUWIN. SUPPLY, CERBERUS (WTR Cse),
ALBATROSS , SUPPLY, KUTTABUL , NAVY OFFICE,
MELBOURNE, CERBERUS (POWTR Cse), ALBATROSS,
TARANGAU, NAVY OFFICE, STUART, ALBATROSS,
YARRA, COMAUSNAVSUP, NAVY OFFICE , and ALBATROSS before
discharge as CPOWTR 6/07/1983.
Married 13DECG69 to Elaine June (Ellie Mae). Two children, Bruce 35 and
Peta 34.

Highs include: trips ‘up top’, RIM PAC'S and HMAS YARRA 1980 trip (Fiji,
Hawaii, San Diego, Los Angeles, Esquimalt, Vancouver, San Francisco,
Hawaii, Fiji, Western Samoa). All the lifetime friendships established. Just
knowing | received recognition for my work as a civvie and was nominated
for an OA at ALBATROSS LP Section, even if it was unsuccessful, (now |
know how Harjie Barber felt when he would trot out his old memorabilia).

After discharge was re-employed as a defence civilian at ALBATROSS in
FEB84. Started as a Pantry man in main galley scullery. Graduated to
cleaner, telephonist, then purchasing clerk in the Local Purchase Section.
Outlasted all the opposition to eventually become Asst Finance Mgr/DEFMIS
Operations Mgr/ROMAN Site Rep/Head of LP Sect. When job was
‘contracted out’ in 2001 took all Long Service & Rec Lve at half pay to reach
early retirement age of 55 and ‘pulled the pin’.

The Writer Branch Reunion Banner

Disclaimer: The RAN Writers is a body of volunteers and try at all times to present accurate information and to recommend
reliable links. At all times we will act in good faith to provide the information sought. However, we do depend on information
given to us by ex and serving scribes, and the public and because of this, the RAN Writers National Committee cannot accept
liability for providing any information or advice, no matter how or in what form it may be provided.



Latest Writers

Initial Writer Course 223 2005
Back Row: SMNWTR Elizabeth Doran, SMNWTR Jenessa Schonrock,
ABWTR Christopher McLennan, ABWTR Warren Sanders, SMNWTR
Ashleigh Vardanenga, ABWTR Erica Martyn

Initial Writer Course 221 2005
Back Row: SMNWTR Jason Westerhof, POWTR Michael Davis (WTR
A/CIO), LSWTR Terri Langdon, SMNWTR Rick O'Shea
Front Row: SMNWTR Lauren Tanzer, SMNWTR Ebony Cameron,
ABWTR Jessica Strachan, SMNWTR Kathryn Morris, SMNWTR Monica
Jack



“Australia’s Naval History in a Nutshell”
That's

AUSTRALIA'S NAVY — THE FIRST 100 YEARS

Presented as a condensed history, Australia’s Navy — The First 100 Years is an almanac containing
more than 365 ‘snapshots’ of naval happenings that outline the broad range of operations the navy
was involved in during the first 100 years followin g Federation. The book touches on a multitude of
events that shaped the Service during the 20 th Century, not only during five major wars but also in
the course of protecting Australia’s interests in n ear regions. In addition, it provides brief insigh ts
into the many minor incidents that often escape not ice when taking an overview of Australia’s naval
heritage. This is essentially the Navy’s history i n a ‘nutshell’ —told in a manner set to ignitead  esire
to discover more about this Service that is tasked with a vital role in the defence of Australia’s
shores.

The book opens with a thought-provoking foreword by Vice Admiral David Shackleton AO RAN
(Rtd.). As Chief of Navy at the close of the centu  ry covered by this book, Admiral Shackleton is well
qualified to reflect on the Navy’s achievements dur ing that period.

“Australia’s Navy” seeks to ensure wartime deeds and heroism at seaw ill be remembered by future
generations and provides a window for all those cur ious to learn something of Australia’s naval
heritage.

If a naval vessel put to sea on operations duringt  he 1900s, then there’s a good chance the ship’s
here.

Secure your copy of this almanac by completing the slip below and find out more of the role the
Navy played in the history and development of the N ation.

* * *

Book size: A5 (210x150) Quality soft cover pubtioa of 150 pages and illustrated with 28 rarelgrsphotos
ISBN No. 0 646 45116 2

Please supply __ copy oAtistralia’s Navy — The First 100 Yeai® $20 each, plus $4 p&p

(Please make cheque/money order payable to D. RickardpRQ38, Brighton SA 5048)
Tel: (08) 83815922 drrickard@esc.net.au




The Scribbler

Albatross Aussie Rules side in 1964 which was undefeated. Trevor Atkins, a
young WTR2 is third from left in back row. Father MacDonald the coach is
6th left then Mike Carr the captain then Boots Brittain. Trevor and Boots
were the only scribes in the side.

HMAS Watson in 1960 at a Friday night dance in the JRs. L-R Taffy
Fauchon, Cook Kevin Horsfield, Lew Horsfield, Boots Brittain and a LCK.
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