
 

  
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
The Association has donated a perpetual 
trophy to be held at HMAS Cerberus 
which will have the name of the most 
successful student on each Initial Writer 
Course engraved on it.   
 
The most successful student on each 
Initial Writer Course will also be awarded 
a book prize inscribed accordingly and a 
RAN Writers pen engraved with their 
name. 
 
In addition, to recognise the most 
successful student on the Advanced 
(Professional) course each year they will 
be awarded a RAN Writers pen and pencil 
set.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Scribbler 
Perpetual Trophy for the 

Supply School 

REUNION 2008 
We are proud to 

announce the 
reunion will be held 

in 
PERTH  

 
Start saving now and 
make the reunion part 
of your 2008 holiday. 

 

1ST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
 
The first annual general meeting of the 
Royal Australian Navy Writers 
Association will be held at 
Tuggeranong Southern Cross Club 
Greenway ACT at 7:00 PM on the 10th 
August 2006. 
 
Interested Scribes that are members 
of the Association are welcome to 
nominate.  Nomination form is inside 
this newsletter.  
 
All Scribes are welcome to attend the 
AGM – please note your diaries. 



 

Presidents Report – Lew Horsfield 
Greetings Scribes,   
 
It is with much pleasure I am able to inform you that   Commodore Boyd 
Robinson AM, RAN, Head of Navy Supply Community, has agreed to be 
patron of the Association. This will remain in force while he occupies the 

position Head of Supply Community.   Welcome to 
the Association, Sir. We will attempt to organise 
get togethers so you can meet the Commodore as 
opportunity presents itself. It is pleasing to 
continue to receive good and positive feedback on 
the Scribbler.  This is equally applicable to the 
February 2006 issue.  A big vote of thanks on 
behalf of you  goes to ‘British’ our Web Master/ 
Vice President for the excellent job he does on the 
publication [and dare I say censoring of my 

contribution – if this is missing from your copy, then you know he has cut me 
again]. 
 
The number of Print Copies we are sending out is increasing. This is due to 
several reasons. We do not mind mailing it out to those who are not on-line.  
BUT those who can now receive an electronic copy via their PC are invited 
to let us know so we can chop you from the print version and put you into the 
email system.  This does not include paid up members who have elected to 
receive a print copy, as part of their membership.  Near on 300 copies of 
Snail Mail is posted each quarter.  Our “return to sender” copies have now 
fallen to single figures, which is excellent. 
 
The Scribbler is distributed every three months, February, May, August and 
November.   
 
We continue to experience some turbulence in keeping track of you.  Part of 
the job that has been handed to me by the Committee is maintaining the 
Data Base. NOT AN EASY JOB!  Why?  Because you don’t/forget to, keep 
us informed of changes to ISP providers and or changes to address.  Please 
try to put us in the picture when these changes occur. When we send out a 
general message to all members i.e. advising you of the death of a member, 
a coming event etc, via email, the next three days are spent chasing up all 
the “bouncers” 
 
Membership numbers continue to grow, which is gratifying, it shows we have 
your interest in the association.  If you are not yet a member then please 
think seriously about submitting your application. 
Don’t get into the Bad Correspondent class – be a Good Writer and keep in 
touch. 
 
Lew. 

 



 

Patron of the RAN Writers Association  
 

Commodore Boyd C. Robinson AM, RAN FCPA, FAICD, MAI PM 
Head of Supply Community 

 

Commodore Robinson is the Director-General Submarines in the Defence 
Materiel Organisation in Canberra, where he is responsible for acquisition 

and through-life support of submarines, related weapons 
systems and sensors and maritime ranges.  He is also 
Head of the Navy Supply Community, accountable to the 
Chief of Navy for the future direction of the Navy Supply 
Community. 
 
He joined the Royal Australian Naval College at age 15 in 

1972.  After graduating in 1976 he completed general training in the Fleet as 
a midshipman followed by specialist supply officer training in 1977. 
 
In addition to a number of junior supply postings ashore and afloat, 
Commodore Robinson has Head of Department experience in three ships 
and one operational support base.  He also served as Officer-in-Charge of 
the Navy Supply School and as Executive Officer of the Navy’s largest 
training establishment, HMAS CERBERUS.  
 
Commodore Robinson commanded the Navy Logistics Support Element 
during the 1991 Gulf War (for which service he was appointed a Member of 
the Order of Australia). He has completed Joint and Navy senior staff 
postings in Canberra. In 2002 Commodore Robinson was the inaugural Chief 
of the Australian Fleet Combat Support Group in Maritime Command.  
 
He completed the Royal Navy Staff Course in London in 1989 and the 
Australian Joint Services Staff Course in Canberra in 1994. He is a 
distinguished graduate (2002) of the US National Defense University, where 
he earned a Master of Science degree in National Resource Strategy.  He 
also holds a Bachelor of Commerce degree from the University of 
Queensland.  
 
Commodore Robinson is a Fellow of the professional accounting body CPA 
Australia (FCPA), a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Company Directors 
(FAICD), and a Member of the Australian Institute of Project Management 
(MAIPM).  He is a former Chairman of the Board of Navy Health Ltd. 

DO YOU KNOW? 
The Writer Branch came into existence in the Royal Navy on 
2nd February 1867, which puts our heritage back to early days. 
[Before they recruited Greenies, Stokers etc.] 
 



 

David Whelan Joined 8 February 1969 categorised as ORDEM on 
completion of Recruit training.    Posted to Vendetta 
May69 for Vietnam Gun line deployment and transferred 
branch to WTR Oct69.   Completed Basic Writer Course 
(3/70) with subsequent posting as ABWTR2 to FHQ for 
Fleet Writer Team Nov70, served in various fleet units 
including Sydney, Queenborough, Perth, Duchess, 
Stalwart and Vendetta.   Joined DERWENT as an 
ABWTR on Jan72, then Lonsdale Feb73.   Promoted to 

LSWTR Feb74 and eventually posted to Duchess Feb76 until she paid off in 
1977.   NOICVIC Oct77 as Assistant Secretary promoted POWTR Sep78 and 
posted as an Instructor at Supply School.   1981 was spent at PSO Frankston 
and promoted to CPOWTR Jan82 and joined Kuttabul as SO (Pay).    Posted 
to Swan as Captain’s Secretary Jun82 then Harman (NO) Nov83 as Seaman 
Category poster and onto Melbourne Recruiting in Dec85.   Promoted to 
WOWTR Jan88 and posted to Kuttabul as SO (Cash) then in OCT88 to 
DEFPAY Melbourne as Navy Liaison Officer at the time of the introduction of 
NAVPAY.   Next posting was to Cerberus Mar94 as a Divisional Officer at the 
Technical Training Centre and DEE 3Jul95.    Currently working as Tipstaff to 
the President of the Children’s Court of Victoria. 
 
 
Heard from….. Ken Sanders  who says 
 
“While serving in Kuttabul, between November 55 and February 57, I 
became friendly with Don Swindells.  We had many a run ashore, and I was 
introduced to his fiancée Noelene. In December 1956 I was home on leave 
in Bathurst, when I received a call from Don, I can't remember if it was letter, 
Christmas card, or telephone call, asking me to be his Best Man. I accepted, 
and hitch hiked to Eugowra (NSW, near Forbes). Noelene's family had 
property near Eugowra. Don and I were billeted with relations of the family, 
in Eugowra, and Don and Noelene were married in the Anglican Church on 
the day after Boxing Day, 1956. I returned from leave to Kuttabul, and in 
February 1957 I was drafted to Voyager, then fitting out at Cockatoo Island. 
This was prior to commissioning.  I lost contact with Don, and we didn't serve 
together again.  I was saddened to read that Don had died. 
I also served in FOCAF, with Brian Parke, Wayne Harris and Bob Allen and 
again, with Brian Parke in MELBOURNE, between November 1963 to 
February 1964.” 
 
 
Markus Bowra  says “Just wanted to let you know that I am alive and well 
and working with the Voyages resorts chain, and headquartered in Cairns.  I 
know…. It’s a tough life… etc. 
 



 

 
Writers Tie 
Many of us may not wear a tie all the time but this Writer tie can 
be used for any special occasion like Anzac Day, reunions, 
weddings.  
 
The tie (Navy blue with gold badge) is available to be 
purchased.  
The cost is: $40 Inc postage.  
You can purchase the tie by sending us a cheque/money order 
or by direct deposit into RAN Writers Association bank: 
Australian Defence Credit Union.  BSB: 802-397 Account 

Number: 675334. Please let us know if you transfer funds to us. 
 
 
 
Lindsay Lake  reports: I very much enjoyed reading the latest print of the 
Scribbler. There has been a lot of work put into getting it out. 
The latest news from me is that my only daughter, Lynzey Lake, joined the 

Navy on the 6” January 2006 as a Recruit Writer. She has 
already come across both civvies and uniformed personnel at 
Cerberus who have tied her to me.   On the week end 27 to 29 
Jan 06, LCDR (former POWTR) Brian J. LAWLOR, RANR and 
I spent the week end with former POWTR Patrick J. McGeown 

in Sydney. Patrick took us on a tour of the FM Radio Station in which he 
works as a DJ as well as a Creative Director/producer. Patrick took us to the 
Narellen Auctions on Saturday at which he is one of the Auctioneers. It was 
a very enlightening day. Only Patrick walked away with a few really good 
bargains. Patrick is looking really well and happy within himself. Patrick 
joined Navy in July 1970, Brian Lawlor on 10 April 1970 and I 3 April 1970.  
 
So between us we had about 105 years of Navy warries to spin. Patrick 
easily outshone us. 
 
 
 

Edward (Ted) Brown  formerly of Toongabbie but now living at St Hedwig 
Village, Blacktown sent us his biography “enlisted in 1941 as a "Boy writer". 
(In case the terminology has changed, a "Boy" was a recruit under the age of 
18 years). Served in HMAS LEEUWIN, Port Hedland, CERBERUS, 
MADANG, and eventually took my demobilization in 1945. I had been 
elevated to the rate of Leading Writer in 1944.  I worked in Industry for just 
over a year and then was offered the office of Chief Executive Officer in 
hospitals. Starting in a thirty bed hospital I progressed to a one hundred and 
forty bed hospital. I retired in 1984 at the age of 60 and made my services 
available to any local organizations that could use my abilities, in an 
honorary capacity. “ 



 

John Andrews e x POWTR RANR S2658 reports: 
My association with the navy goes back as a 5 yr old playing on the 
enormous decks of the old ‘Renown’ 1921 in New Zealand.  In 1930 I 
joined the Navy League and in 1936 the reserves as a Writer.  As I’ve 
sailed all my life I realised that I made a mistake as a Writer. After my 3 
yrs, requested a change to Seaman huge trouble – when I said I would not 
sign up again unless as a seaman – very reluctantly allowed to sail in the 
whalers and cutters – on mobilization – got called off our boat with a beaut 
hangover – Writer Andrews go home and get dressed you are mobilised. 
Hey I said I am a Seaman not a Writer – Don’t be a silly boy – there’s a 
war about to start – off you go Writer Andrews.  Always a misfit – my first 
job at Moresby – splicing the stays for the signal mast – no one else could 
do it.  Never got any sea time during my seven yrs – tried everything. 
Was recommended as an Instructor in small craft handling for the soon to 
be ‘assault commando school’ The new CO came to me at Garden Island 
and showed me a letter from the Navy Board – LSWTR Andrews 
considered a valuable man in the Branch - Not approved to transfer. 
And so it went on … even managed to get my name on a draft to ‘Hobart’ 
hell to pay and was sent to Darwin as punishment. Now the crunch – 
sailed with the ‘Townsville’ from Wollongong to Sydney this Monday – 
heaven for me – sea time at last! The CO insisted I take his seat on the 
bridge for the full trip. Everybody wonderful to me and then gave me a 
beaut framed picture of the Townsville – inscribed from the officers and 
crew and signed by the CO - now I was happy! 
Mention was made a while back of Capt Ernie Trivett. He had a shocking 
sense of humour – always sat near the door – any young OD or other 
would take him for a Chief – not the Pay Captain. I got caught too – been 
mucked about in usual Pussers style and a bit cranky. Do you know about 
ledgers? Me thinking he was a Chief – not a bloody thing – I’ve been 
doing more important work than ledgers. Oh boy did I cop it – A Leading 
Writers and no knowledge of ledgers – I should disrate you on the spot! 
Only then did I see his brass hat on the cupboard. Anyway I survived and 
ended up in time as his Acting Chief – we got on pretty well – but he 
always acknowledged that I was a misfit. Joined the ‘Canberra’ in August 
1936 – carrying bag and hammock from aft to right forward stepping over 
bodies all the way a horrible initiation ‘bloody rocky’ I wondered how I 
would survive – but blow me if I was the only one on board to know the 
latest jokes about ‘Little Audrey’. My fame spread in no time – come on 
Rocky what’s Little Audrey up to today. It sure made for an eventful rip 
and hence my nick name since then Rocky! 
Naturally I received the Reserves Long service medal. At Eden I was 
scout master with the boys when Sir William Slim paid us a visit.  A nice 
inspection by Sir William, he turned to me – put his finger on the Rocky 
ribbon – and said I am not familiar with this ribbon – after explanation – Oh 
congratulations.  That sure made my day.   I got my sea time after fishing 
at Eden then the pilot service for about 40 years – still go sailing with sons 
when possible. 

 



 

Vales 
 
John Hunsley Wright  Ex CPO Died 7th February 2006.  John and his 

wife (Christine) lived in Melbourne. John an ex-CPO (and 
Data operator) paid off in the 1980's. For many years he 
worked for the Relief Trust Fund and was also Manager of 
the Australian Defence Credit Union at HMAS Cerberus for 
18 years. 
 

E J Fessey R23322 Ex POWTR 
 
Vale Ex POWTR William "Bill" Thomas GRUNDY R58760 Survived by 

wife Carolyn and Daughter Noel 11904 Triadelphia Road 
ELLICOT CITY, MD, 21042, USA. Born: 20th August, 
1944 Died: 17th Feb, 2006.  HMAS VOYAGER Survivor and 
also was in Washington on September 11, 2001, when the 
Pentagon was attacked.  Left the RAN in 1970 and settled 
permanently in the United States.  Bill served 30 years with 

the World Bank (International Monetary Fund in Washington, D.C.) before 
retiring in 2002.  An Australian Rules football great who played for Sydney 
Naval in the early 60's with many Legends of that Era. He was a very 
proud Australian and just loved the time he served in the Royal Australian 
Navy. Vietnam service in HMAS SYDNEY and HMAS DUCHESS.  
 
 
 
Join FIDO News, the ASIC ( Australian Securities and Investments 
Commission) enewsletter - It’s  free and unbiased 

ASIC has a dedicated consumer website (www.fido.asic.gov.au) that 
provides information about financial products and services and information 
on how to avoid scams and swindles.  

You'll find it easier to keep up with the latest financial tips and safety checks 
if you join up for their regular email newsletter, FIDO News. You'll get about 
16 issues a year. 

Join FIDO News right now   
Step 1 Send an email with a blank message (please remove any 

automatic signature block or footer) to: 
join-fido-news@duke.lyris.net 

Step 2 You will get an email asking to confirm that you want to receive 
FIDO News. You must reply to that email if you want to receive 
copies of FIDO News.  

 



 

Chris Jones send this picture and asks for help in identification 
The photo was taken in Singapore in 1965 and was the first RAN contingent 
based on Mull of Kintyre supporting our patrol boats. 
From left to right we have 

1. A Leading Stores Assistant name unknown.  
2. Leading Writer Chris Jones  
3. Petty Officer Writer name unknown  
4. Lieutenant Dave Bowen.  
5. Leading Stores Assistant (V)  ??? Russo or a name similar to that.  

 

 
E-mail us at scribes@ranwriters.com  if you can help us or drop a line 
 
 

Peter Humphrey told us he served from 1942 to 1950 in the Royal Navy 
Seaman Branch then from 1950 to 1955 in the RAN Seaman Branch, 
transferred to Writer in 1955 until 1974. 

And Ray Walters  says he served from 1951 to 1975 and paid off as a 
Warrant Officer.

More portrait photos on the 
web site and all the pictures 
from the Adelaide reunion 

Have you become a member of the Association 
yet?  If not, you can subscribe for one year 
($10) or life ($100). Initial one year 
memberships now go to 30/6/2007. Join now!  



 

R.A.N. WRITERS ASSOCIATION INC COMMITTEE :  
The current committee consists of the following members:  
Lewis Horsfield President  
Geoffrey Hardwick Vice President & Web Master 
Terry McHarry Secretary 
Leonard White Treasurer  
Committee Members 
Frank Carville 
Marty Grogan  
Brian Tucker  

Denis (Tiger) Lyons has retired from the position as Secretary to pursue 
other interests and has been ably replaced by Terry McHarry until the 1st 

AGM to be held in August 2006.   
 

1ST ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
 

The first annual general meeting of the Royal Writers Association will be held 
at Southern Cross Club Greenway ACT at 7:00 PM on the 10th August 2006. 
 
Nominations’ for the position of President, Vice President, Secretary, 
Treasurer and three committee members are to be lodged with the Secretary 
within fourteen days  prior to the AGM. A nomination form is available below.  
The 4 executive positions are normally based in the ACT.  The Nominee, 
Proposer and Seconder must be members of the association. 
 
On completion of the AGM members are invited to drinks and small eats. 

 
NOMINATION FORM - COMMITTEE 2006/2007 

 
I hereby nominate: ____________________for the position of:______________ 
Date:_______ 
 
Proposer: ……………………….Signature……………………….. 
Membership No…………… 
 
Seconder: ……………………….Signature……………………….. 
Membership No:………….. 
 
Acceptance by Nominee: 
 
Nominees Signature: …………………………….. 
Membership number: 

 
Please complete and return to Secretary or by mail to PO Box 5020, CHISHOLM, 
and ACT 2905 by 28th July 2006 



 

WRANS and RAN Women Reunion April 2009 

Jean Hudson says “We are looking for expressions of interest for a 
Reunion being organised here in Adelaide from 22nd to 26th April, 2009. 
We are trying to build up a data base of any women who may be 
interested.    If you are interested or know anyone who is, please send an 
E-mail to wrans.reunion2009@yahoo.com.au We are asking you to please 
forward this to as many WRANS or RAN women you might have in your 
address book. Reunion Coordinator is Cheryl Fittock  (Geekie) Secretary 
Helga Jongewaard (Hundertmark) Treasurer  Mattie St.John  (Harden)   
 

Heard from Mike Fogarty  ex-SLSU 1966-72 and DFA 1973-01 who says 
“Delighted to note your web-site. Just returned from a 40th anniversary 
reunion for the 1966 SL middies at Harman. The SU types who turned up 
included yours truly, Dave Thorley, Ward Hack, Terry Moloney, Phil Parkins 
and Howard Dixon. The biographies were great. Some old names rolled by 
including some senior scribes who gave me much needed support early in 
my career.  They included Brian Cairns (FHQ) and Denis Benfield (Harman) 
in the seventies. Sadly, some are no more and they too are missed for their 
individual contribution to the branch and the Navy overall. They served us 
well. I now work at the AWM as an Information Assistant. One of the 
volunteers is ex-CPOWTR Lewis. Christine Barbour and I were at the AHC 
in Singapore in 1975. During that time, Les Dwyer came over from Jakarta 
so it was good to catch up - memories of Harman 1970. Best wishes to all 
and may the site continue as you do a good job to keep us all in touch. If you 
ever visit the AWM, and I am on duty, please ask for me. I can update you 
on developments. “ 
  

ARE YOU A TRAINED DVA PENSIONS OFFICER? 
 We would like to set up a list of those people who are DVA trained 
accredited pension officers.  We intend to put the listing on the Web Page 
and publish it in The Scribbler.   
 
This is something you can do for your fellow Scribes.  We know some have 
needed this help recently  and as you know ‘The sooner you get yourself on 
their [DVA] books with a file number,  makes further processing of claims 
easier if and when things do go wrong’.  
 
Please forward your details to us via email or snail mail so we can 
promulgate the list in the August 2006 edition 

 



 

 

 
Please print clearly, complete and send this form a nd membership fee 

by post to:  
R.A.N. Writers Association Incorporated 

PO Box 5020 Chisholm ACT 2905 Australia 
(Enquiries – Email: scribes@ranwriters.com  Web: www.ranwriters.com) 

(NB: if paying by direct deposit to the R.A.N. Writers Bank Account this form 
can be emailed) 

 
I wish to apply for membership of RAN Writers Association incorporated. In the  
event of my admission as a member, I agree to be bound by the rules of the 
association for the time being in force. 
Personal details are: 
Full Name 
(person 
signing) 

 

Postal 
Address 

 

Post/Zipcode  Country   
 

Phone (work)  Phone 
(home) 

 

Phone 
(mobile) 

 Email:  

Period of 
Service  

 Rank  

The Scribbler 
Newsletter 

If you have email, all correspondence 
will be emailed to you including ‘The 
Scribbler’ newsletter. However, as a 
member you can elect to receive a 
posted copy by indicating here.   

YES / NO  
I wish to receive a 
posted copy of the 
Scribbler. 
 

 
Individual membership:   Yearly Subscription Costs (To 30Jun 2007) $10 or 
    Member for Life:  $100   
                                                                                                                                                          

�   CHEQUE 
�   MONEY 

ORDER 

�  Direct deposit into R.A.N. Writers 
Association  
BANK: Australian Defence Credit 
Union     
BSB: 802-397 Account Number: 675334  

 
 
Signature  

  
Date 

 
 

 
 
OFFICE USE ONLY 

�  Application & fee received – Date:  �  Notified & d/base entry – Date: 
�  Committee acceptance – Date: �  Member No (new/conf):  
�  Receipt No. �  Card sent – Date:  

R.A.N. Writers Association is incorporated in the ACT Australia under the Associations Incorporation Act 1991. 
The constitution is the ACT Government’s Model Rules for incorporated associations.  

R.A.N. WRITERS ASSOCIATION Inc  
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM 

Update 29 April 2006 



 

Johnathan J. Nash  (Battle Scribe) sent us his bio. Excerpts are below and 
the full text can be read on our web site. “Joined Pussers on 8th May 1965 

and underwent Common Sea Training in HMAS Melbourne. 
Joined HMAS Vampire (Oct 65) and sailed for ‘Up Top’ on 
14th Feb 1966 – the introduction of decimal currency.  From 
Oct 66 to Mar 67: Did the Basic WTRs Course then to 
HMAS Kuttabul where I worked with CPOWTR Jack 
Markham, LSWTRS Ron Coon, Ron Thompson, Ross 
(Bouncer) Wiseman and Johnny Biggs. 

 
Oct 68 –Dec 69: HMAS Sydney with LEUTs Ray Bragge & Kingsley-Perry, 
CPOWTR Slim Corkery, POWTR Ron Campbell, LWTR Pop Whalan, WTRs 
Andy Hamilton, Bruce Rosewarne, Mick Feutrill, Mick Tischler and Gus 
Russell amongst some.  HMAS Moreton – Promoted LWTR Feb 70. 
CPOWTRs Barry Clements and then ‘Fingers’ Cairns in NOIC Qlds Office 
and WTR Peter Noble with me at Moreton. POWTR Bob Baird was in 
Brisbane Recruiting and CPOWTR Eric Okely in Townsville Recruiting. 
 
May 74: Joined HMAS Harman (NO) for DSP – Seaman Postings Section 
under CPOWTR Graeme Quinn.  Cyclone Tracy caused a mass migration of 
Shipwrights North and I got a crash posting to relieve a WOMTH in 
Townsville Recruiting in Feb 75.  Promoted to SBLT SDSU W on 10 Oct 82. 
Completed the Basic Supply Course and then posted to HMAS Kuttabul 
(MHQ for Fleet Supply Team) in Jul 83 – the oldest SBLT in the Fleet. 
Promoted to LEUT 10 Oct 84. 
 
Jan 85: Joined Cerberus as Wardroom Mess Manager for 12 months 
(punishment draft) then as Quality Control Coordinator for the Training Dept. 
July 1986 received a crash posting as Sec to NOCVIC in the Defence Plaza, 
St. Kilda Rd Melbourne.  In January 1987 I ‘Spat the Dummy’ and resigned. 
 
But on 8 Jul 87 I commenced Full Time Service on the then Emergency 
Reserve as CO Sec HMAS Cerberus. 3 Jul 89:  Granted Higher Rank to 
LCDR and posted to HMAS Harman (NO – DNTE) as the funding manager 
of all training conducted overseas. Six months later the desk was transferred 
to Cerberus under the new Command of Commodore Training 
(COMTRAIN).  Apr 91: �Volunteered’ as the Inspector-Administrative Review 
(Internal).  In simple terms I became the Chief of Naval Staff’s Independent 
Investigator into all Applications for Redress of Grievance (AROG) referred 
to CNS for review: the ROG system had replaced the old Complaints system 
some years previously. 13 Sep 96: Retired on medical grounds following two 
unsuccessful operations on my spine in 1991 and 1994. 
 
Currently enjoying life as a retired ‘salt’ with my tall friend and Wife, Helen.  I 
spend two days a week at the local RSL Sub-Branch as an Accredited 
Pensions Officer.  As a former Army Nursing Officer Helen also spends 2 to 
3 days a week at the Maroochy’ RSL Sub-Branch as the Residential Welfare 
Officer. 



 

 Ralph Burge says he “ entered the Service 9th February, 1962 and, after 
initial training, was posted to HMAS Albatross where I 
successfully completed the NAMAE course. Served on the 
Melbourne, being attached to 817 Squadron. Transferred to 
the Writer Branch in 1963 and, on completion of the Writer’s 
course, was posted to HMAS Kuttabul where I worked in the 
Pay Office with such luminaries as Jack Markham, Brian 
Parke and Bill Trott. They’d obviously had enough of me 

because I soon found myself on the Sydney, serving from May 65 to June 
67. I was promoted to the rank of LWTR during that stint. Joined HMAS 
Cerberus in 1967 and was employed in the Pay Office and, on being 
promoted to the rank of POWTR, was posted to “Sailor’s” postings in 1969.  
 
I had been keen for some time to improve myself academically and, to this 
end, studied for and successfully completed seven subjects at the NSW 
Higher School Certificate level in 1972. Coincidently, a new Branch of 
Academic Instructors had been established for which I had the appropriate 
academic prerequisites. At this time, I had also been recommended for 
commissioned rank, so I soon found myself studying fulltime for the Diploma 
of Teaching at Mount Lawley in Western Australia, graduating in 1975.  
 
Throughout 1976 I instructed Junior Recruits and on 13th December, 1976, 
was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant. For the next two years I worked in 
the Directorates of Education and Officer’s postings and in 1979 took up a 
posting in HMAS Nirimba. I completed a Bachelor of Arts degree, which I 
had been studying part-time, in 1979 and resigned my commission with the 
rank of Lieutenant-Commander in 1982. 
 
In 1982 I accepted a teaching position at St Dympna’s Catholic School 
where I taught general subjects until August 1985. Subsequently, I was 
offered a position at Villanova College, a Private school for boys, and taught 
mathematics there until my retirement at the end of 2000. 
 
Since retirement I have been conducting computer courses on a regular 
basis. These courses have been sponsored by the RSL and since 2001; 
approximately 500 people have completed the ten week course. I finished 
the last course in October 2005. I build computers and repair them as well as 
teaching people how to use them, so I keep my hand in now by repairing the 
computers of family and close friends. Hopefully, I won’t have to do that too 
often. Other than that, I think to myself, “I wonder what I can do today!” 
 
Ralph lives with his spouse Lorraine June Burge (nee Beattie) in Petrie 
Queensland. 

    
 
 
 
 

 

Disclaimer: The RAN Writers is a body of volunteers and try at all times to present accurate information and to recommend 
reliable links. At all times we will act in good faith to provide the information sought.  However, we do depend on information 
given to us by ex and serving scribes, and the public and because of this, the RAN Writers National Committee cannot accept 
liability for providing any information or advice, no matter how or in what form it may be provided.  

 



 

Glen MacAndrews - 60 Big Ones!  
Glen Mac (Andrews) , a Scribe well known and well 
liked by all, turned sixty the other day. In keeping with 
Glen's nature, the celebration was low-key with his 
beautiful wife Mary, three wonderful sons, Damien, 
Dominic and Liam, and other loving family members and 
friends sharing in the special moment at his home in 
Albany Creek. 
 Each son spoke glowingly of their special Dad and 
Glen's soul mate wrote a poem for the occasion, which 

she read with great pride. Of course, our old mate was a little bit lost for 
words, but it was obvious from his expression just how much it all meant to 
him. 

 
Lisa Elsom (nee- Lenihan) W146532 21August 1989 – 2 8May 2000.  Lisa 
joined 21 Aug 1989 and after HMAS CERBERUS; Initial Writer Course she 
was posted to DSP; Navy Office Canberra. In Feb 1991 Lisa was promoted 
to SWRWTR and in August 1991 was posted to Cabarlah Borneo Barracks 
Qld on transfer of Category to Electronic Warfare (EW) . 
As an EW she was posted in Jul 1992 to Defence Signals Directorate (DSD); 
Canberra, then April 1993 HMAS ALBATROSS; RANTEWSS. She was 
posted in 1994 to HMAS WATSON on transfer to Combat Systems Operator 
(CSO). Spent 6 months in 94 on HMAS CANBERRA (FFG); then MHQ; 
Maritime Intelligence Centre (MIC), 95 HMAS SUCCESS (AOR). Awarded 
Sub-Specialisation skill of Navigators Yeoman.  96-98 at HMAS STIRLING; 
Commander Australian Submarine Support Headquarters (CASSHQ) Nav 
Yeoman and Ops Duties and promoted to LSCSO (NY). Spent time in the 
Regulating Office and Security Pass Office at Stirling.  Discharged 28th May 
2000. 
 
 

How we have changed! 
 
 

1972 ORDWTR’S at 
 

HMAS CERBERUS 
 

Pat McGeown, 
Steve Osment, 
Steve Grivell 

 
 

Anybody know where Steve Grivell 
is? 



 

ADELAIDE T-SHIRT  

 
 

 
 
 

Derek Hamilton  says “I joined Cerberus on the 25th November 1963 
(From Tassie) categorised as a Writer.    Posted to the Vendetta for 
approx nine months, did the tour of duty as escort to the Melbourne 
(after her major refit, after the Voyager collision).   Returned to Cerberus 
for the AB's course and then posted to Cerberus Ships Company, 
working Registry and then pay office.  Promoted to LSWTR October 

1966 and in December I was posted to Melbourne 
Pay office and later to Captain's Office.    Did the 
Strategic Reserve deployment, and all associated 
stop over’s, including Japan.   
Returned to Sydney and then went to the States to 
collect aircraft and logistics.  Posted to Watson '67 on 
return and then to Albatross as Melbourne Air Group 
Scribe.   Towards the end of '67 posted back to 

Cerberus.    Worked as travel office (office de Tourisme), and then to 
Sydney (Vung Tau Ferry) as accounts.  Promoted to POWTR.   
Transferred to the Naval Police November '72, served mainly at 
Cerberus, did the Detective Training Course, Federal Tri Service Drug 
Course, became part of VFADD and lectured on Naval Drug 
Policy at the Medical School Cerberus.   Promotions to Senior 
Constable, Sergeant, and then Warrant Officer (just prior to 
discharge).   
 
My Partner is Stella, we have been together for 18 years and we 
originally knew each other in our school days in Tassie.   We went our 
separate ways and met up 28 years later.   Together we have nine 
children and eight Grand children. If you would like to visit us at 
www.woodlandbythebay.com.au you will see both of us.”       
 

Original HMAS ADELAIDE Supply 
Department commissioning T-shirt 
being presented by Bob Brimson  
(Ex-CPOWTR) to LEUT Amanda 
Wearmouth , RAN -(Deputy Supply 
Officer) HMAS ADELAIDE.   
Presentation carried out onboard 
ADELAIDE alongside at Garden 
Island, HMAS Stirling on 12 Oct 05. 
This is probably the only original 
HMAS ADELAIDE Supply Dept 
commissioning T-shirt in existence.  
Approx 60 T-shirts were made in 
Seattle, USA in Oct 1980 for the 
Supply dept to commemorate the 
ship’s commissioning in Nov 1980. 
 

Bob has requested that the T-shirt be presented to the 
Supply School at HMAS CERBERUS to be held in 

perpetuity when HMAS ADELAIDE de-commissions. 



 

Some interesting information about and sent by EX GPO WTR Gordon 
(Googa) Gent’s  ancestry!! 
 
“Last October 21st was the bicentenary of Nelson’s Death at Trafalgar and I 
enclose a copy of a letter from him to an ancestor of mine Vice Admiral 
Linzee who at one time was his superior officer.    At the time of writing i.e. 
June 11th 1796, Nelson was Captain of the Agamemnon (the King who led 
the Greeks at the siege of Troy according to Homer) and was serving with 
the Mediterranean Squadron of the British Fleet under Admiral Samuel 
Hood. 
 
Vice Admiral Linzee’s grandson, Robert George Linzee BA. J.P. married my 
great grandfather’s (George Augustus Gordon) youngest sister Maria, and 
their great grandson Robin Linzee Gordon is the present Laird of Cluny (at 
Sauchen in Aberdeenshire, Scotland). To satisfy a legal requirement, in 
order to occupy Cluny Castle and accompanying estates, the Linzee’s were 
required to add the name of Gordon to their surname. Admiral Lord Hood is 
connected with my family in some way too as two Linzee’s have the name 
Hood among their Christian names. 
 
A typed interpretation of Nelson’s letter is below. I can’t make out the 3 

letters in front of San Liorenzo, the Vice 
Admiral’s ship (at left). Also the words above 
“Dear Sir” in the letter are probably the names 
of the two ships that he wants supplied with 
food and drink etc (purveys) but not clear 
enough to read. The words in the third line 
between mutual consent’ and the Captain’ are 

not clear either. I have seen the original of this letter, which is kept in Cluny 
Castle, and these passages are also unreadable on that document. 
I am the only member of my family to pursue a naval career thus far, and, at 
the time of my enlistment in the RAN in 1949 was not aware of a family 
connection to the Royal Navy and the Nelson era.”  
 
Nelsons Letter: 
“…Royal 
Diadem 
… 

Agamemon June 11th, 1796. 
Dear Sir, 
As all, the warrant Officers, Boatswain, Gunner, & Carpenter are to 
exchange by mutual consent …. the Captain I shall be much obliged if you 
will have the goodness to order purveys on each Warrant Officers Stores in 
the two ships. I would have the orders wrote here (but really I am full of 
business) & have brought these for your signature. 
Believe Me Dear Sir, 
Your Most Obliged 
I intend myself Horatio Nelson, the honor of breakfasting with you. “ 



 

����

����
Above:  WTR course 114-95   Below: WTR course 118-95 

Can you identify the Writers in the classes? Let us know via email. 

 

 

 

By “British” the Editor - We wish to thank Scribes for 
sending in photos and biographies. Please don’t stop 
we need input for the newsletter and for the web site. 
Send us a copy of your photos and write your biography 
now – even if you only served for a couple of years.  
Any anecdotes are also gratefully received.  



 

����

Our friend at Lewisham Retirement Village Keith Smith sent us the above 
picture. The picture was taken in 1942 believed to be outside the drafting 
office at Flinders. Frank Churches the Warrant Officer was ex WW1 vintage 
– the drafting officer and was very popular. It appears he was always getting 
letters from Scribes. (Wonder why?) Keith wrote once to Frank and 
requested a draft to Vila - but ended up in New Guinea.  When Keith 
returned to ‘Cerberus’ he asked Frank for a draft to a ship – and his next 
draft was to the 1st ‘Manoora’ Frank wore the ribbons of the 1st World War.   

If any of you know the others in the photo please let us know.   

 
 

 

A recent picture of Barney and Bernadette Barnett attending a production of ‘all-mother’ produced by Barb 
Barnett. 



 

In Defence of Australia 

The Minister Assisting the Minister for Defence, the Hon Bruce Billson MP, 
announced on 30 March 2006 that Australia will recognise the service of 
more than one million current and former Defence Force personnel with the 

award of the Australian Defence Medal (ADM). 

"Her Majesty the Queen has approved the official regulations 
and design for the award that aims to recognise current and 
former Australian Defence Force (ADF) Regular and Reserve 
personnel, and volunteer and National Servicemen, who have 
served since the end of World War II," Mr Billson said. 

"The Australian Government is committed to recognising the 
outstanding contribution to our proud military history made by 
Australian men and women in uniform. 

"After extensive consultation with veterans’ organisations and the wider 
community, the government has decided to broaden the eligibility criteria to 
include former ADF members who completed their initial enlistment period, 
or four years service, whichever is the lesser," Mr Billson said. 

The Australian Defence Medal application form is available on the RAN 
Writers Web site or by calling Defence on 1800 111 321. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Royal Australian Navy Supply Newsletters 
 

Those glossy magazines are still issued for all to read – with the 
permission of the Head of Supply Community electronic copies will now 
be available to be downloaded from the Writers Web Site. These 
newsletters are large in size and only those with broadband should 
attempt to download.  So if you want to keep up to date with the latest 
news in the Supply Branch – download the magazine and spend many 
hours reading the latest on what is happening. 
 
Editions now available to download are: 
Winter 2005 and summer 2005/6 
 
Ps. Why not copy it to disk and pass to other scribes that are not able to 
download the newsletter. 



 

  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Supply Aussie 
Rules side 
1958 year. 

 
The scribes in 

it are Peter 
Winter back 
row 2nd left, 

Bill Hiller back 
row right hand 
marker, Boots 
Brittain middle 
row 2nd left. 

  

 

 
Early picture of 
some scribes. 

 
Can you tell us 
who they are 

and what year 
this was taken? 
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