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Patron: Commodore Boyd C. Robinson AM, RAN 
Head of Navy Supply Community 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HMAS STUART 22 May 06 on the 
flight deck before sailing for 
RIMPAC 2006. L-R POWTR Terri 
Langdon, SMNWTR Ben Bittner 
and LSWTR Aaron Smith. Aaron 
says thanks for helping to keep our 
spirits up on what will be a long 
deployment for us of just over 5 
months. We will visit a lot of ports 
and look forward to such places as 
Auckland, Tonga, Samoa, Pearl 
Harbour, Guam, Sattahip, 
Singapore, and finally Cairns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Successful Student Award 
 
Genevieve Richardson (Initial 
Writer Course 227) was 
congratulated by Ron Giveen on 
being the most successful 
student. The award comprises a 
signed book by the author of 
“Australian’s Navy – The first 
100 yrs” and an engraved RAN 
Writers pen. 
 

 
 

The Scribbler 

The Stuart Writer Team 

1ST AGM ELECTIONS 
The following committee was elected on 10th August 2006:  

Lewis Horsfield President  
Geoffrey Hardwick Vice President & Web Master 

Terry McHarry Secretary 
Leonard White Treasurer  

Committee Members 
Frank Carville 
Marty Grogan  
Brian Tucker 
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Presidents Report – 
Lew Horsfield 
Greetings Scribes. 

Once again at the time of 

writing my report to you I am back on 

the road escaping another Canberra 

Winter in our Caravan. 

First up I would like to most 

sincerely thank the Scribes onboard 

HMAS BALLARAT, HMAS ANZAC 

on your behalf, for their interesting 

report of life and duties onboard a ship 

deploying. On behalf of the 

Association I thank you for your time 

and effort that you put in to walk the 

fine line in reporting on your duties.  I 

am sure it bought back memories, [for 

those of us who can still remember], of 

our deployments, and those that did 

not do any, feel envious. 

I know some old Chief Scribes 

who would be having palpitations of 

the blood pumping machine knowing 

that they were required to be on deck 

for each deployment of the RHIB, 

night and day. 

Our First Annual General 

Meeting of the Association is now 

over, and I am happy to report all is 

looking good for us. [See page for the 

report]. 

Arrangements are well in hand 

for our next National Reunion to be 

held in Perth, March 2008, and I am 

looking forward to it. With the amount 

of Serving Members in the West I 

hope that many of you can make it to 

the event and enjoy the good times and 

camaraderie that we have experienced 

at the other two National Reunions. 

Those of you who have not yet 

attended a reunion should know by 

now about the great times that those 

who have attended have experienced. 

Submit your intention to attend as soon 

as possible so the W.A. Crew can start 

planning activities.  If you would like 

to see something organized send them 

a quick note and maybe they can fit it 

in. 

 

On 3
rd

 June I, along with my 

wife, attended the RNZN Writers 

Reunion in Caboolture. A very 

pleasant night was had. 

While traveling around the 

Caloundra area we happened upon the 

Golden Beach area. I remembered an 

old mate lived there, Peter Humphrey.  

We called on Peter and enjoyed a 

period reliving a few old honest but 

true tales together. 

In July I managed to catch up 

with some of the Scribes in Townsville 

and we had a most enjoyable Dinner at 

the RSL Club.  As Judy Eagles said, 

we were the last to leave the Dining 

Room and behaved our selves as we 

should have!!! 

BE GOOD SCRIBES – NOT 

BAD CORRESPONDENTS.  

 

Lew 

 

 

ACCREDITED DVA PENSIONS 
OFFICER – Ex Scribe 

Jeff WAKE, RFD 
Pension Officer Level 2 
Specialising in VEA, MRCS, 
MRCA 
 Covered by VITA to represent 
Vietnam Logistic Support 
Veterans' Association (WA 
Branch) Inc. 
I currently have Disability claims 
submitted in South Australia, New 
South Wales and Queensland in 
addition to about 30 in WA. 
Am happy to help out OR provide 
advice when needed. 
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Woggie Watson – some info 
provided by his brother Laurie. 

An 
abbreviate
d bio tells 
he was 
born in 
Brisbane 
on 1 May 
1939, was 
brought 
up in 

Coolangatta, and joined the Navy 
in 1956 as a recruit Writer at 
Cerberus. He married Kay, in 1961 
and had two children, Anthony in 
1962 and Melissa in 1964. He 
retired from the RAN in 1989, and 
died suddenly of heart disease on 
2 April 1993, by which time he was 
twice a grandfather.    He served in 
CERBERUS–YARRA- CRESWELL 
MELBOURNE-QUICKMATCH- 
TARANGAU-PENGUIN-
WATERHEN - HARMAN (NO) 
  
Some Woggie stories: 
Where did the name Woggie or 
Wog come from’ Probably the only 
ones who really know are 
Beachball Sharman and Wettex 
Curtin, but the most likely version 
stems from his appearance when 
he arrived at Cerberus after more 
than three days and three nights of 
steam train travel from South 
Brisbane. Add to that the fact that 
even at the age of 17 he was fond 
of a tipple, and as those three days 
represented the first flight of 
freedom from the parental nest, the 
tipple was probably more like a 
deluge. Anyway, it is said that the 
Chief GI who whipped together 
those new recruits on arrival 
reckoned (in those less politically 
correct and culturally sensitive 

days) that he smelt like a wog. And 
the name stuck. Certainly it was 
already with him by the time he 
went home on his first leave, as he 
was carrying a huge glass jar full of 
shredded pipe tobacco with an 
equally huge label on it announcing 
it to be ‘Woggie’s weed’. As he 
never smoked in his life, the 
purpose of Woggie’s weed remains 
an enigma. 
 
During his life he was blessed with 
extraordinary intelligence, a highly 
developed sense of humour, 
entertaining wit, and an ability to 
get on with almost anybody. The 
yang to this yin was a fondness for 
liquid refreshment, an inability to 
respect fools no matter their rank, 
and a volatile if not impetuous 
response to injustice especially if it 
involved bureaucratic 
mindlessness. Sometimes 
combinations of these factors 
worked in his favour such as the 
long period when he maintained a 
bar in Navy Office to the despairing 
but indulgent acquiescence of his 
boss, an infamous commodore DG 
Service Conditions, who would 
have skewered anybody else trying 
the same stunt.  
 
On other occasions they did not, 
and a graph of his progression and 
regression between AB and PO 
over a period of twenty years 
would make a hardened 
stockbroker dizzy. Once he made 
chief however, he was never 
reverted again, and then went on 
to become a WO, which was his 
rank at retirement. 
 
 (More stories next time) 
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Hello Fellow Scribes throughout 
Australia 
 
As you can see, the theme for the 
2008 Writer Reunion here in Perth 
is G’day from WA.  The committee 
also hopes that you like our 
Mascot, LSWTR Navy Bear.  
These bears will have a Tally Band 
that read RAN Writers 
Association, naturally he will have 
Writers badge on the right arm and 
anchor complete with three good 
conduct badges on the left arm.   
 
Order for the bears will be taken 
early-mid 2007, with delivery late 
2007 early 2008.   It goes without 
saying that those attending the 
reunion can collect them on arrival 
in Perth. 
 
No doubt for the majority of 
readers, it has been a long time 
since you visited WA.  With the 
reunion being held in Perth for the 
first time, and the amount of lead 
time you have before the 
auspicious event is held, there 
should be no excuse for not 
making the effort to fly or drive over 

the Nullabor and have a holiday 
here in WA. 
 
For your info, the WA organizing 
committee has agreed to hold the 
reunion on the weekend of Fri 21 
March to Sun 23 March.   Tours 
will extend onto the Monday 
subject to demand.   This weekend 
falls after Easter, thus the prices 
for air fares and accommodation 
will be cheaper and the weather 
should be kind to us. 
 
To make the reunion more 
memorable and enjoyable, we 
intend to organize (subject to 
numbers) a trip to HMAS Stirling, 
which will (subject to availability 
and operational requirements), 
include tours onboard an Anzac 
Class Ship and a Collins Class 
Submarine.  More information on 
HMAS Stirling and other details we 
will be promulgated later. 
 
We would like to organize a bus 
trip, (again subject to numbers), to 
Leeuwin Barracks (formerly HMAS 
LEEUWIN) for those ex-JR’s who 
wish to take a trip down memory 
lane and take a walk down the old 
parade ground. 
 
Your stay in Perth should include 
Kings Park, with spectacular views 
of the city and Swan River.  Kings 
Park also has its own tree top walk 
which will have you breathing in 
rich bush land air while looking 
down on majestic towering trees.   
Click here for more details.  
 
http://www.westernaustralia.com/e
n/search/product.htm?ID=9005099 
 
 
 


