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National WTR Reunion March 2008
The WA Committee has gone to great lengths to make your trip to
WA a rewarding and memorable occasion. There are a number of
Official Events that have been planned and detailed in the next few
pages. Separately there is a list of extra activities that have been
planned, but will depend on numbers at the time.
A list of memorabilia items is attached only minimal orders will be
placed of each item, so get in early to avoid any potential
disappointment.

Perth Reunion Wines
As part of the Perth reunion the reunion committees have
commissioned a number of wines. You do not have to attend the
reunion to order wines. Just complete the wine order form - submit
your money to the reunion committee and your wines will be
delivered in March 2008.

HMAS SYDNEY Writers
Sep 2007 on the way to
Hawaii.
L-R ABWTR Gen
Richardson, POWTR Jason
'Bob' Hawke, ABWTR
Scott Hoare and sitting
LSWTR Jemma Pearce

Annual General Meeting
The committee elected at the 2nd AGM held on the 21st November
2007 were: Lewis Horsfield – President, Marty Grogan - Vice
President, Geoffrey Hardwick - Secretary & Web Master, Leonard
White – Treasurer, Frank Carville – Committee, Brian Tucker -
Committee, Denis Benfield – Committee.
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Patron: Commodore Robert Wayne Richards, RAN
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Presidents report - Greetings Scribes,
Once again I am writing the first part of this report as I travel
down the NSW Coast to Queanbeyan, the senior city of the

Canberra area!
Whilst in Cairns I called on Ray Arbuckle (Left)
and had a very interesting talk with him. In
Townsville I caught up with some of the Scribes
for a Dinner at the RSL Club (below), and in
Bundaberg I caught up with Graham and Marilyn
Dennis.

I must say
that I am a
little
disappointed
with the
number of
registrations
for the Perth
Reunion. To
the West
Australian
Writers I say
“go for it” as
most probably
you will not
have the
opportunity of
another reunion in the west for a few years. If you have not done
so by the time you read this, let’s have your registration NOW.
We are still awaiting nominations from States or areas for holding
the 2011 reunion. If you think you can do the job please talk to
us.
Congratulations to Rick Bray on his production of the Mexicana
Newsletter. (Latest newsletter can be found on the web site) Keep
up the good work and I hope other states can produce something
similar to keep members in their area up to date. None of these
jobs, [organizing committees to keep people informed] are easy
and it takes a lot of time and dedication on peoples part to get
started and to keep them running.
Finally I would like to remind all users of the RAN Writers
Association Message Board that it is a privilege, not a right. We
would like to see more “Good Natured Banter” which is good to
read, laugh about, and which brings back good memories of past
times. It is not there to abuse people or make statements that are
likely to incite ill feeling. Be Good Writers – Keep In Touch! Lew
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National WTR Reunion March 2008

First name Aka Surname
First Name Aka Surname
Street City
State Post Code
Telephone Email

Dietary requirements: If you or your partners have any dietary
requirements please indicate here:

Please indicate which Official Events you are attending:
Registration / Meet and Greet 1800 - 2330 Friday 28 March
ANZAC House – 52 St Georges Terrace Perth – Come and meet your
colleagues at RSL Headquarters, enjoy continuous cocktail (finger) food and
some (many) drinks. A great way to start the weekend.

$25.00 per head Number Attending _____ Cost : $__________

Harbour Cruise Dinner 1830 - 2330 Saturday 29 March
Captain Cook Cruises - Departing Barrack Street Jetty at 1900 – Enjoy the
splendor of Perth on the Swan River at sunset and into well into the night,
delight in a Full Buffet with Seafood and all drinks from the bar. This promises
to be one of those events that you will remember for many years to come.

$125.00 per head Number Attending _____ Cost : $__________

LEEUWIN / STIRLING Visit 0900 Sunday 30 March
Bus Tour from Perth City at 0900 to LEEUWIN Barracks for a tour and
morning tea from 1015 to 1115. Back on the bus for a trip to and tour of
HMAS STIRLING from 1200 to 1330, the Navy’s largest establishment and the
most strategic Defence asset in Australia. Then to the Rockingham Naval
Association for a BBQ lunch at 1345 and drinks before heading back to town
on the bus in the afternoon at 1700. A full fun packed day with lots of time to
catch up with your mates.

$60.00 per head Number Attending _____ Cost : $__________
(Lunch and Drinks included)

$45.00 non-drinkers Number Attending _____ Cost : $__________
(Lunch and Soft Drinks Only)

Total Cost of your Official Event attendance above: $__________ (1)

If you have already paid $25 (per head) registration fee
you will need to deduct this off the total Less: $______ (2)

Total Cost of above Events (A) attendance: $________ (1 minus 2)
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For Planning purposes please indicate which of the Optional Activities
you may be interested in so that we can make appropriate bookings
on your behalf:

Walk Tour of Fremantle
To be conducted AM Saturday 29 March by a local guide

Nil Cost Number Attending _____ Cost : $ NIL

Golf at Burswood Park
Available throughout your stay but a group booking will be made for an AM
Saturday 29 March tee off.
Make your own way there, just a short taxi ride from the heart of Perth.

Cost To Be Advised

Day at Ascot Races
A day at the famous Ascot Race Course on Saturday 29 March. Make your
own way there, just a short taxi ride from the heart of Perth.

Cost To Be Advised

Fremantle Prison Tour
Take a guided tour of the historic Fremantle Prison and take advantage of this
great opportunity.

Cost $ 16.00 per head Number Attending _____Cost : $__________

Fremantle Maritime Museum
A Fantastic opportunity to visit Perth’s number 1 tourist attraction, steeped in
maritime history. Take advantage of the great price on offer, just for us !

Cost $12.00 per head Number Attending_____ Cost : $__________

Perth Zoo
A great way to spend a few hours wandering through the picturesque grounds
of the Perth Zoo, just a short ferry ride across the harbour from Barrack
Street Jetty.

Cost To Be Advised

Perth Winery Cruise
Cruise Perth to Swan Valley for lunch and famous WA wines at a local winery
in the Swan Valley on Monday 31 March.

Cost $130.00 Number Attending _____ Cost : $__________

Total Cost of your Optional Activities

(B) attendance : $____________
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Please indicate which items of clothing and items you intend to purchase (all
items have the National Logo incorporated) :

#WTR Name Tag (Same as the Adelaide Reunion)

$10.00 each Number Required_____ Cost : $__________

Name on Tag : _______________________________________

Name on Tag : _______________________________________

#Chambray Shirts – Mens and Ladies Designs - blue in colour.
(Circle choice of sleeve length and size)

Mens: Long Sleeve / Short Sleeve XXXL / XXL /XL / L /M / S
$35.00 Number of Shirts _____ Cost : $ __________

Ladies : ¾ Sleeve / Short Sleeve XXL / XL / L / M / S
$33.00 Number of Shirts _____ Cost : $ __________

#Polo Shirt Cotton : XXXL / XXL / XL / L / M / S
$22.50 Number Required _____ Cost : $ __________

#Baseball Cap (Sandwich Peak)
$12.50 Number Required _____ Cost : $ __________

#Wide Brim Sun Hat (Slouch Hat style)
$15.00 Number Required _____ Cost : $ __________

#Stubby Holders (White Logo on Blue)
$6.00 Number Required _____ Cost : $ __________

#Environment Bags (White Logo on Blue)
$4.00 Number Required _____ Cost : $ __________

Total Cost of your Clothing / Memorabilia (C) Order : $ __________
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Commemorative Writer WA Premium Wines
To mark this special occasion we have acquired premium WA wines and have
added our WTR Logo as the commemorative label. Choose from our special
edition of famous WA wines with our own very special labels. Freight charges
are $18.00 per carton Adelaide, Brisbane, Melbourne and Sydney / $8.00 per
carton to Perth Rural / $5.00 per carton to Perth Metro area.
Case deliveries will be after January 2008

#WA White Wine (Pemberton WA Sauvignon Blanc Semillon)

$14.00 per bottle Number Required _____ Cost : $ __________

$140.00/dozenNumber Required _____ Cost : $ __________

Freight per dozen $18.00 Number Required _____Cost : $ _________

#WA Shiraz (Blackwood WA Shiraz)

$14.00 per bottle Number Required _____ Cost : $ __________

$140.00/dozenNumber Required _____ Cost : $ __________

Freight per dozen $18.00 Number Required _____ Cost : $ __________

#WA Cabernet (Margaret River WA Cabernet Sauvignon)

$14.00 per bottle Number Required _____ Cost : $ __________

$140.00/dozenNumber Required _____ Cost : $ __________

Freight per dozen $18.00 Number Required _____Cost : $ _________

#5 Year Old Tawny Port

$15.00 per bottle Number Required _____ Cost : $ __________

#Mixed Case (indicate below the make up of you dozen pack from the wines
above – you may include up to 3 bottles of Port in your dozen at no extra
cost)

$140.00/dozen Number Required _____ Cost : $ __________

(Pemberton SSB____ Blackwood Shiraz____ Margaret River Cabernet____
Tawny Port ____)

Freight per dozen $18.00 Number Required _____Cost : $ _________

Total Cost of your Wine / Port (D) order : $ __________
Delivery Details
First name Surname
Street City
State Post Code
Telephone Email
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Payment Details

Total of (A) : $___________________

Total of (B) : $___________________

Total of (C) : $___________________

Total of (D) : $___________________

Total Cost: $___________

“I acknowledge that prices indicated above may vary slightly and any shortfall
in my payment will be made payable at the Registration on Friday 28 March
2008.”

__________________________________________________________
(Signature) (Printed Name) (Date)

There are two options available, choose the most convenient and follow the
instructions below.

Option 1

Direct Funds Transfer to the Australian Defence Credit Union :

BSB - 802 397
Account No – 398002
Account Name – Navy Writers Reunion WA 2008

In the reference field please provide your Last Name & Initials.

Please post your completed registration form to:
Chris Jones
Treasurer - WTR’s Reunion 2008
60 Adenia Road
RIVERTON WA 6148

Option 2
Payment by cheque made out to “Navy Writers Reunion WA 2008”
and your completed registration form posted to :

Chris Jones
Treasurer - WTR’s Reunion 2008
60 Adenia Road
RIVERTON WA 6148

REMEMBER: If you don’t send the Application Form we won’t know what you
are trying to pay for.
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Douglas John HIGGINS R52874 - Bio.
Born on the 14th July, 1937 he did National
Service in the Army August to November 1956
and joined the Navy on the 25th March, 1957.
He served at HMAS HARMAN 1958, HMAS
TOBRUK 1959-1960 (paid off TOBRUK), HMAS
LONSDALE (for N.H.B.S.) 1961 -1962,
HMASYARRA. 1963. HMAS CERBERUS 1964.
HMAS ANZAC 1965 then promoted to POWTR
mid 1965 transferred to HMAS DUCHESS 1965 -
1966, HMAS HARMAN 1967 -1968, HMAS
CERBERUS 1969 (Supply School), HMAS ANZAC

1970-1971, thence HMAS CERBERUS 1972 followed and finally
HMAS. LONSDALE (for RANRTF) 1972 to mid 1977 (paid off on the
13th July, 1977.

One particular highlight of his Career was being in the Colour Party
that led the ANZAC March through Sydney on Sunday 25th April,
1965 the 50th Commemoration of ANZAC. An official Navy
Photograph hangs with pride in his home at SEBASTOPOL. It
was on the following day (26th April, 1965) he spent most of the
day out at E.G. Whitlam’s home at Cabramatta N.S.W. discussing
the inadequacies of the, then, DFRB Scheme. Mr. Whitlam was
then Deputy Leader of the Federal Opposition. Although he does
not claim credit fully for the change in the DFRB Legislation when
Whitlam came to power in 1972 he would like to think that he did
play a part in this important and vital change to the Scheme. He
and Mr Whitlam exchanged correspondence for a period following
his visit in 1965.

Since leaving the Service Doug served for ten years as
Secretary/Treasurer of the SEBASTOPOL FIRE BRIGADE and has
been an active Member of the R.S.L. having served as Vice
president and A/Sec for the past 13 years as President. In 2003
he was awarded the Centenary Medal for service to the Community
and Veterans’. Made a Life member of the R.S.L. of Australia in
2002. In July, 2007 was awarded Life Membership of the R.S.L.
with Gold Badge by the National Executive of the R.S.L.

Subject: HMAS Quiberon - FESR 1961
Interested to make contact with any writers who served in HMAS
Quiberon in the FESR during its 1961 deployment.
Sincerely, Mike Fogarty.
Contact Mike at: MIKE.FOGARTY@BIGPOND.COM
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Frank, Shugg Biography
My P.N.F. service began from Melbourne as a Rct. Wtr. O/N R
37196 on 7th March, 1949 and concluded with retirement on 11th

May, 1986 as LCDR SD SU and added to
that two three month periods of Reserve
Service.
The intake was a large one over 100
recruits and transport from LONSDALE to
CERBERUS was in an Army semi trailer
fitted with wooden bench seats. Class M
44 commenced under the supervision of
Ldg Smn Morrison and Belbin. Seamanship
training was onboard HMAS LATROBE and
Writer Instructors were Commissioned

Writer Officer Nick Carter and CPO Wtr Edwin Rogers at the Supply
School the OIC Senior Commissioned Writer Alf Calder. Some
writers on this course were Barry Benfield John Burge Bob Bryce
Les Corkery Gordon Gent Spencer Mansfield John Murrells John
Moy and Don Tillett.

Progression through the rank structure to CPO Wtr was in 1962
whilst at the Supply School. It was here that I qualified Instructor
CPO WTR I, was selected as Chief of the Queens Colour to parade
through Melbourne to the Shrine of Remembrance now called Navy
Week, and approved for over age selection for SD Candidate.
Promoted SUB LT SD SU W in 1966 number 02569.

During this period saw many changes; Supply Officers losing their
distinctive white between the gold braid to the executive look,
from pen and ink you had to make to biro through three pay
systems from KR&AI to Din Pers, S/c's to data processing
computer printouts and modern technology in video screens.
Twenty-four postings in all, some more memorable than others.

On ship MURCHISON for service in Korea, witnessed the A Bomb
explosion at Monte Bello, enjoyed the Queen's first Splice the Main
Brace. TARANGAU lasting memories of personalities and party
tricks, the site where Japanese War Criminals were tried and
hanged, watching the Qantas Constellation aircraft's hairy take off
with one hundred sailors and one lady onboard bound for
Australia. PENGUIN 4th Submarine Squadron, a sea experience in
RN Submarine S 23 ANDREW — wow-, received an award from
Herbert Lott Trust Fund. Ship MELBOURNE launched and arrested
in a Tracker Aircraft to pick up more Australian and Foreign
currency in Singapore, then the disaster with USS EVANS. Special
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memories with last sea posting as SO SUPPLY with Captain David
Martin.

CERBERUS has always been a special place, whilst participating in
many sporting activities steered the S&S Field Gun crew to its
only victory, attended the first trial week long no leave combined
Army, Navy moral leadership course with two other Ldg Wtrs Jack
Cummins and Laurie Kenny, qualified for cross rifles, awarded
ledger certificate. Served with what must have been an unmatched
time in the Pay Block the two tallest then Commissioned Writers
Lofty Langworthy and Ed Rogers and the two shortest CPO Writers
Irving and Walkerden, and during this period the amazing race of
one writer chasing Big Ed with an axe, a long story. Met and
married LWR WTR P Heather Southam, have two children.
Witnessed the march past with Cdre Shimmin after presentation of
the LS & GCM, the twenty pound gratuity ($40) came later.

Outside the normal duties of the Supply Department other areas
included Deputy Director of Sailors Postings, Staff Officer DNT
overseas training, defence co-operation training organization and
finance, Recruiting Officer Western Australia, and OIC AUST FASO
Seattle USA for ships SYDNEY and DARWIN. On SYDNEY's
departure for Australia after the formalities alongside the ship
sailed and received three cheers from Ship's Company. Following
departure of ship DARWIN closed down the office with many
memories including the heaviest snow fall recorded in Seattle just
before departure and having successfully dispensed and balanced
over twenty two million dollars in three and a half years.

There has been many incidents, humorous and otherwise and
wonderful people and personalities too numerous to mention
individually that I have met and shared company with during my
Naval career.

John Pedder
John joined the Royal Australian Navy on 8 February 1982. He
was trained as a scribe by PO Jeanie Brennan. His first sea posting
was to HMAS BRISBANE then as part of the decommissioning crew
of HMAS VAMPRIE. John finished his time as a Leading Seaman in
HMAS DERWENT, in December 1989. On leaving the service he
obtained his degree in Law and now works as a Barrister and
Solicitor in Launceston Tasmania. He specialises in Criminal and
Personal Injury Law. In October 2006 he joined the Royal
Australian Naval Reserve as a Legal Officer at the rank of
Lieutenant.


